Sample Letter
Date

Rep  _______________

US House of Representatives
____________ House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
Dear Rep _________________,
 I am a registered voter in your district, and am writing in support of WAGES Act (HB 631).  This bill would raise the federal minimum wage for tipped workers from the current $2.13/hr to $5.50/hr over several years.

Although Congress raised the minimum wage in 2007, the minimum wage for tipped workers has been frozen since for nearly two decades, since 1991.  If it had kept pace with its 1991 value, today it would be $4.35/hr.   While employers are required to make up the difference between tips and the minimum wage, workers rely on base wages paid by an employer for steady income in an industry where tips fluctuate widely depending on the day, weak, season.  During the current recession, people may be eating out less and tipping less generously than usual.  As a result, 15% of waiters and waitresses live below the federal poverty level compared to 5.7% of the rest of the workforce.  As anyone who has ever waited tables will tell you, it is intensely physical and difficult work.

Add your own experience of caring for your own family’s health, or that of family, friends, and co-workers here.


It is time to make sure all employees are paid fair wages for their hard work, and that the nation’s largest workforce is not held left out of the federal minimum wage increase.


I urge you to support the WAGES Act.  I would appreciate knowing your position on this important piece of legislation.

Sincerely,

Your name

Address

To look up your US Representative: 

You will need to know your zipcode with 4 digit extension (eg: 30307-1594)

Go to usps.com and click on ‘find a zip code’

Go to:  www.votesmart.org and enter your 9 digit zip code
